Word Sort Meets Classifying
Making Connections

This can be used as a pre-reading or post reading activity.  This instructional strategy gives students the opportunity to preview content-specific words related to what they are about to read or study.   This strategy can also be used to review and assess knowledge related to content after a subject, chapter or work has been studied.  A Word Sort done prior to reading a text will provide the teacher with an initial assessment of a student’s background knowledge of the words and concepts they will encounter when reading.  When students are justifying the categories, it provides students with an opportunity to lead and guide the discussion so basic information related to the words is recorded. 
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Classifying Vocabulary
1. Select key vocabulary from the unit to build a word bank.
2. Provide categories. (It is also interesting to leave one column blank to see what categories a student can come up.
3. Students sort the vocabulary based upon working knowledge or perceptions of the word meaning.  Students can also use a dictionary or other means to define the words then sort them in order to make further connections. Words can be used more than once in a category as long as students can justify the placement. 
  Words to be Sorted
Cherish        Lament        Malice    Trustworthiness  
Selfless          Docile          Ruthless     Decent    Noble 
Cunning      Tenderness    Usurp      Vicious        Victorious        Desperate









	Wicked
	Heroic
	Triumphant
	Respectable
	Immoral
	(Student Created)


	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	



Making Connections in Literature: A Classifying Activity

This can be used as a post reading strategy where you are extending the connections between works of literature using a similar concept of classification. 

As it is known, it is not enough to only understand one text; readers must understand the interconnectedness of literature.  Students will need to brainstorm a complete list of characters in this unit.  In groups of three, students will then classify the characters under a heading with a justification.  The justification must be a specific example from the text. By understanding how works can be connected, students  can then form a deeper understanding of each text. 

	Heroic Characters
	Believe good should triumph
	Manipulating
	Foil Characters
	Static Characters
	Love Deeply

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	




