JTHS Class of 2015
What was the world like on the day YOU were born?
Research Assignment: English I & Media Center

The day of your birth was VERY important to your family.  Your parents probably remember the exact sequence of events leading up to the trip to the hospital.  However, they were probably too busy to know what was happening in the world that day.  The purpose of this research project is to discover some of those events.  You will be surprised to discover how much was different and how much is the same today.

Here are some questions to guide your research:

What was the lead story on the front page of the New York Times?

How much did a gallon of gas cost?

What songs were popular?

What was the weather like on your birth day?

What was the average yearly income in the United States?

You do NOT have to answer every question.  The goal is to gain information about the world when you entered it.  

Everyone has a favorite place to search for answers.  For this assignment, you may use www.wikipedia.com one time.  You will be given other useful resources.

Your task:
Find out as much as you can about the world on the day of your birth.  
Record the facts.
You will present the information in one of these formats:
· A one-page newspaper 
· A glog
· A poster

Do you know the meaning of your name?  Ask your parents why they chose this name.
www.behindthename.com

Look at an online almanac. Click on “view a calendar” to discover what happened on the date of your birth.
www.infoplease.com/yearbyyear.html

Another resource for information on your birthday
www.historyorb.com

View the world as it was seen in The New York Times newspaper.
www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/archive.html

What headlines were in the newspaper when I was born?
www.dmarie.com/timecap
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Who shares your birthday?  What contributions did that person make to the world?
www.biography.com/calendar
www.born-today.com/Choose_bDay.htm

What songs were people listening to?
www.thisdayinmusic.com

Do you share a birthday with an author?  If so, what books did that person write?
http://librarybooklists.org/literarybirths/index.htm












