Annotated Bibliography FAQ
[Frequently Asked Questions]

What is a bibliography?

It is a list of the sources you find during the research process.  It includes information the reader needs to locate the source:  author and title of book, newspaper or journal article; date and place of publication; website address and date of access.
What is an annotation?
An annotation is an evaluation of the source.

What should be included in the annotation?

· State the reasons the source is suitable for your topic.  

· State the reasons the source is NOT suitable for your topic.

· Give the qualifications of the author

· What is the purpose of the work

· How does the source compare with other information on your topic?

· Does the author show any bias or particular point of view?

· Is the information accurate?

This sounds complicated.  How long should the annotation be?
An annotation is a short paragraph and may be three to four sentences long.
What should not be included in the annotation?
Do not summarize the source.

Do I have to read the whole book before I write the annotation?

No, you do not.  You should be able to evaluate the source by skimming or browsing the material.
Can I see an example?

“Cinematographers and Directors of Photography.”  Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center.  Facts on File, Inc.  Web.  8 Jan. 2012.
This article helped me to understand the challenges and obstacles I will face in my chosen career of cinematographer.  It suggested magazines subscriptions and websites that will be useful in making contacts and gave an overview for those starting out in the film business.  I like the part on professional organizations because they have special sections for students.  
