Scenario #1 – Mrs. Doe

Mrs. Doe teachers grade 4. At the beginning of the year she would like a clear picture of where her students are with regards to Math. She decides to look at the following data: 

1. NJ Ask Scores for Math for her class

2. Her students grades in math from the previous year

3. The Learnia results on the math assessment test A for the current year

4. The results of the study island math pre-test. 

Her principal has access to q3 and is able to print out a report that contains all of the students in her class. The spreadsheet will contain previous math teacher, previous math score, NJ Ask score for math and Learnia score for math. The principal might also include the number of absences, discipline infractions, and activities the students were involved in. He or she may also provide data to the teacher that compares her class to her grade level within the school and/or district. The teacher now has a very clear picture of where the students stand. 

Mrs. Doe now needs to take a more detailed approach to understanding the strengths and weaknesses of her students in Math. Learnia reports will illustrate specific areas of strength and areas of weakness as a whole class and for individual students.  This information will be useful for lesson planning and differentiated instruction.

An analysis of the Study Island pre-test will provide similar information. She will be able to uncover what her students already understand and in what areas they need extra instruction. 

After identifying where her students are, she must decide where she would like them to be. At this point she constructs a goal for her class and students. She must decide what instructional strategies and resources will be necessary to attain this goal. How will she measure success along the way? 

Here are some possible steps? 

1. After identifying what the students understand Mrs. Doe can modify her lesson to spend more time on the areas that students are struggling with. A common complaint in education is too much curriculum and not enough time. By analyzing what our students already know (from multiple sources including: Learnia, Study Island, pre-tests and NJ ASK) we can apply more time to areas of difficulty. 

2. Mrs. Doe can modify her instructional strategies to address the troubled areas and to differentiate her instruction based on the needs of individual students. 

3. During each unit, Mrs. Doe will assign study island assignments that will be used as a formative assessment. She can make immediate changes to her instruction based on the results of these short assignments. If the students do not have access to computers she can print out the assignments ( a standard feature in SI)

4. Mrs. Doe might work with the other grade 4 teachers to develop common assessments that can be used to measure progress.

5. Mrs. Doe may access questions in the Learnia Item bank.

6. Mrs. Doe will provide her students with a summative assessment such as a test to measure understanding of the content. 

7. Analysis of the results should show improvement in student learning and move the teacher closer to the accomplishment of the goal. 

